was very central to the concept of polygamy in Islam". Some scholars have
Interpreted these verses as a clear advice in favour of monogamy, while others
preferred to leave the number of wives to the discretion and decision of each man
within the prescribed limit. Widows are allowed to marry again. According to Rafiq
Zakaria and other scholars, Surah 4, AI-Nisa (The Women) was revealed immediately
after the battles of Badr and Uhud which made many women widows. It is believed
that Allah intervened to tackle the many problems of these women. The Islamic
marriage being a contract, husbands are required to pay mehr at the time of marriage,
live with their wives 'in kindness1 (4:19) and in the event of divorce make 'a fair
provision' according to one's means (2:236). While divorce is permitted, Islam lays
down a compulsory waiting period, iddat, which Prof. Carlson has described as
'supreme innovation of Quran1 (65:1). In Sura 4:34, wives are told that "Men are
incharge of women because God hath made one of them to excel the other and
because they spend their property (for the support of women)" and that 'So, good
women are the obedient, guarding in secret that which God hath guarded". In the
event of wives' misconduct, the husband is allowed to 'admonish them and banish
to beds apart, and scourge them". The word 'scourge1 used by Pickthall is replaced
by the words 'beat lightly' in some translations. It is interesting to note the admonition
that if the wife becomes obedient once again, the husband must not seek a pretext
to ill-treat her. The Koran permits divorce although the Prophet is on record saying
that "of all the lawful things, God detests nothing more than divorce". (Rafiq Zakaria,
Ibid, P.80). As regards inheritance, the Koran declares categorically that the women
shall be given her 'legal share1, 'whether little or much1 (4:7). It recognises the right
of nine female relatives, viz., wife, mother, consanguine and uterine sisters. It adds
that in the case of brothers and sisters, the male will have share equivalent to that of
two females' (4:11-12). The concept of a man being equal to two women occurs in
another context too, i.e., witnessing credit transaction documents. Two male
signatures or one male signature and two female signatures are prescribed on the
ground that a female may err 'through forgetfulness1, presumbaly due to lack of
experience in financial matters (2:282). As regards the general deportment, the
Koran advises the believing women "to lower their gaze and be modest and to
display their adornment only that which is apparent and to draw their veils over their
bosoms and not to reveal their adornment save to their own husbands or fathers or
husbands' fathers, or their sons or their husbands' sons, or their brothers' sons or
sisters' sons, or their women, or their slaves, or male attendants who lack vigour, or
children who know naught of women's nakedness". (24:31), In some translations,
the word 'nakedness' is replaced by 'private parts of women1. This plus the sunna of
Prophet's wives keeping away from the prying glances of the uncouth Beduins and
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